How to Study/Understand the Bible

In studying the Bible we must have a methodology by which we understand what the Bible is communicating.  This methodology cannot be sloppy, happenstance or irresponsibly perfunctory.
This methodology is called our hermeneutic.  Hermeneutics may be defined as the study of the methodology of interpreting the Holy Scriptures; in short, the science and art of the correct interpretation of the Bible.  The Basic task of hermeneutics is to determine [1]what God has said in sacred Scripture and [2]what it means for us today.

A responsible, Biblical hermeneutic is made up of the following hermeneutical principles:

1. The Bible is the inspired, and therefore inerrant, word of God.  2Tim.3:13-17; 1Thes.2:13; 2Pet.1:19-21 & 3:15,16

2. The Bible is an organic unity.  That is, both the OT and the NT form and indivisible whole.  This can be summarized in the familiar saying: “The OT is the NT concealed, and the NT is the OT revealed.”

3. The Bible is Christocentric and Theocentric.  That is, it is a revelation of the character of God in Christ.  This is the underlying theme of all Scripture.  John 5:39 & 45-47; 2Cor.1:20 & 3:13-18; Lk.24:25-49 
4. The Bible, through the use of responsible, Spirit-led study [exegesis], is understandable.  Included in this is the normative, grammatical axiom that language must be allowed to have its natural, normal literal sense unless the immediate context suggests otherwise, as in the case with prophecy, parables, figurative language, simile or other extra-normal grammar.  Mt.22:29; Acts 17:10-12; John 14:6 

5. Through His enabling and empowering grace, we must be willing to follow, obey and heed that which God reveals to us in our study of His word.  John 7:17 
Key point:
The Bible was given through the inspiration if the Spirit, and the Bible must be interpreted under the direction of the Spirit.  2Tim.3:15-17; 2Peter 1:19-21; Heb.1:1; then, John 14:26 & 16:13; 2Cor.3:13-18 with explanation. 
